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FOUNDATION NEWS JUNE 2021

DONOR RECOGNITION IN THE FITNESS SUITE

Following an appeal in the Autumn of 2019, we were absolutely delighted to receive over £12,000 in donations towards student
Bursaries – from an amazing 82 Old Ratcliffian donors. Over a year later, as a result of delays during the pandemic, we have
installed the donor recognition, which you will find pictured on the Foundation website here.
 
The downstairs lobby area of Fitness Suite now hosts two donor recognition boards: recognising donors who gave £500 or more to
the “Make Your Mark” appeal and also those who gave significant sums to support Sport & Fitness at Ratcliffe since the beginning
of the Ratcliffe 2020 Appeal.

THE PETER DALEY SUITE

In order to recognise the significant support over the past two decades, one of the new rooms in the Fitness Centre building has
been named The Peter Daley Suite.
 
Peter ‘Dan’ Daley was a pupil here at Ratcliffe from 1950 to 1956 and was heavily involved in athletics, often winning school 100
yard and 200 yards races and playing on the wing for the 1st XV Rugby team.
 
Peter was originally from Newcastle-upon-Tyne but in his early 20’s he moved to America where he went on to have a successful
career in banking and foreign exchange markets.
 
In 2010, he and his wife earmarked a legacy in favour of the Ratcliffe College Foundation. Generously, they also agreed to donate
the interest from this sum each year, during their lifetime, and since then have been funding the Peter Daley Bursary for students.
Peter has since extended his support during 2020 to help support students whose families have been affected by the Covid-19
pandemic.

https://www.ratcliffianassociation.co.uk/admin/emails/39034/www.RatcliffeCollegeFoundation.com
https://ratcliffecollegefoundation.com/appeals/donorwall/
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Peter’s family were supported financially thanks to Headmaster, Fr Claude Leetham during his time at Ratcliffe, and it is for this
reason he gives back today as a thank you. He says: “I hope that others will give generously to Ratcliffe and its students, and I
hope those students, when they grow up and succeed in life, will give back in their turn.”
 
The Peter Daley Bursaries provide financial support to families whose children would greatly benefit from a Ratcliffe education but
are without the means to fund 100% of the school fees.

COVID RELIEF FUNDING FOR YOUR COMMUNITY

In our February Newsletter, we invited Old Ratcliffians to nominate people or places which might benefit from a grant of between
£100-£500 from the Covid-19 “Helping Hands” fund. We enlisted the help of our Sixth Form Ratcliffian Association Ambassadors to
select from the nominations and they met on-line and carefully chose 8 charities to benefit from funding. The chosen charities were:

Dreams & Wishes Charity
E2 Cooke e-learning Foundation
Catholic Marriage Care
St Marie’s Parish charity work in Kenya and Tanzania
HCPT Lourdes Group 512
Devon & Cornwall refugee support
Centre for Fun & Families
The Captain Tom Foundation

Old Ratcliffians who had nominated their charity were informed and we’ve had some fantastic feedback, here are just some of the
comments and thank you messages that we have received:
 
Victoria Meynell (OR ’00) who nominated The Centre for Fun and Families says:
 
“The pandemic has affected charities greatly and I’m amazed at how flexible and adaptive they have been to ensure they continue
to deliver valuable services. They knew young people would need them more than ever during the pandemic. Support networks for
young people have changed with restrictions on seeing friends and family, loss of activities that help combat anxiety (football,
dancing, socialising etc), uncertainties about exams and the future, plus the very real fear that harm will come to their friends,
family or themselves. The Centre has seen a surge of referrals for young people whose anxiety is making everyday life difficult for
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them. Anxiety is impacting on their school attendance, attainment and relationships at home and school. The Centre have
continued to deliver their services via remote platforms and have created new support offers specifically targeted towards young
people’s mental health in the pandemic.  £500 to this charity will go a long way in supporting the continuation and expansion of
their great work.”
 
The Captain Tom Foundation, a charity which we are all very aware of here in the UK, sent a super hand-written thank you card
to the College, letting us know that:
 
“Your contribution will go towards helping those in need as we continue Captain Tom’s legacy to ensure tomorrow will be a good
day”
 
Mark Hobbs (OR '73) nominated The Dreams & Wishes charity. He told us:
 
"I felt compelled to nominate Dreams and Wishes because it is a very unique award-winning charity dedicated to helping seriously
ill children by making their dreams and wishes come true. Since they began in 2011 they have been working closely with families
and medical specialists across the UK, providing vital support throughout the child’s illness as well as helping to build happy
memories by granting life-long wishes.
 
I am delighted that the Ratcliffian Association Ambassadors selected the charity, as it is run entirely by unpaid volunteers and all of
the funds raised with no deductions whatsoever goes directly to the cause. The donation is extremely important during the
coronavirus pandemic because the charity has granted a record number of wishes, and it has supported front-line workers."
(Photo below)
 
And we received news this week that the donation to HCPT Group 512 will be put towards the fare of Paul, a disabled young man
of 36 years who lives in Leicester enjoy a trip of a lifetime to the annual Pilgrimage to Lourdes. Paul is very excited about this trip
and was very appreciative, saying "Words cannot express my gratitude and thanks to everyone who raised money".
 

GRAND PIANO APPEAL UPDATE

In the Autumn of 2020, we launched an appeal to enable the Music Department to fund a new Grand Piano. We are delighted to
say the appeal raised an amazing £19,757.
 
Parents and Old Ratcliffians came forward to support the appeal, many of them leaving comments against their donation on the
Just Giving page - some Old Ratcliffians were happy to reminisce about their music tutors back in the day. One donor said:
 
“With very fond memories of my time learning piano at Ratcliffe, under the tuition of Ray Guinee, and of playing the grand piano in
the Music Hall at concerts”
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It was with absolute delight that Mrs Markham, Head of Music in the Preparatory School took the Director of Music, Mrs Katy
Donegan and a pupil along to test out some pianos in Nottingham just before the half term break. The new Kawai GX2 Grand
Piano was delivered upon returning from their holidays a week later!
 
The children are already enjoying practicing on this fabulous new instrument and cannot wait to do a concert in the autumn term.
The Music Department was also able to hold ABRSM music exams on it last week, which they were previously unable to do since
the piano did not reach the required standard. Mrs Markham (pictured below – top left) enthused:
 
“I was overwhelmed at the support we received towards this appeal, especially during this last, very difficult year. I would like to
thank everyone who has donated. Our new piano is a game changer for us; it will allow us to enjoy concerts, recitals, and invite
professional musicians in for masterclasses which is something I cannot wait to do!”
 

A NEW KILN FOR THE ART DEPARTMENT

The Art Department has purchased a new kiln thanks to a donation from Old Ratcliffian, Peter Tams (‘56). Peter’s connection with
Ratcliffe goes back a number of years with both his father and grandfather having attended the School. Given the Tams family
connection within the pottery business, a donation to provide a kiln to the College was a natural choice, following a reminiscent visit
back to Ratcliffe accompanied by his son in January 2020.
 
Our Year 7 and Year 9 students were the first to benefit from its use, with Year 7’s making some abstract tiles and the Year 9 pupils
creating their very own monsters! Mrs Richardson, Head of Art & Design tells us:
"I am so delighted that we have a brand-new kiln. The students have been literally getting their hands dirty making all kinds of
exotic creations in their lessons. We are truly grateful and feel so lucky to have benefitted in this way."
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THANK YOU TO ALL OUR DONORS, PAST AND PRESENT FOR YOUR SUPPORT.

www.RatcliffeCollegeFoundation.com
Email: Foundation@ratcliffecollege.com
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